
 

   

 

 

   

 

Press release 

TUUS gets CHF 150,000 from Venture Kick to bring steady-release 

nutrition and drug delivery to market 

St.Gallen/Zurich/Lausanne, May 27, 2026 — The foodtech startup TUUS has 

obtained CHF 150,000 from Venture Kick to advance a plant-based hydrogel 

platform for the controlled release of nutrients and active compounds. The 

technology aims to provide more stable absorption and improved tolerance in 

applications ranging from sports nutrition to pharmaceuticals. 

Endurance athletes often rely on energy gels that cause sugar spikes, stomach discomfort, and 

uneven energy delivery. More broadly, many oral delivery systems for nutrients and drugs 

struggle to provide stable absorption over time, reducing effectiveness and adherence while 

increasing side effects. 

TUUS addresses this challenge with HyCORE®™, a patent-pending hydrogel platform 

designed for the constant-rate release of active compounds. Made entirely from natural, plant-

based materials, the system enables adjustable delivery durations tailored to different nutritional 

and therapeutic needs while remaining cost-competitive with conventional delivery formats. Its 

first application is a next-generation energy gel designed to improve endurance fueling while 

reducing gastrointestinal stress and flavor fatigue. 

TUUS is initially targeting the energy gel market, estimated at around USD 1 billion in 2025, 

before expanding into clinical nutrition and diabetes management, a combined opportunity 

estimated at around USD 60 billion in 2025. Through a B2B licensing and co-development 

model, the company aims to integrate HyCORE® into the portfolios of leading nutrition and 

healthcare players, scaling its controlled-release platform across markets and improving the 

lives of millions. 

The CHF 150,000 from Venture Kick will be used to accelerate business development and team 

growth. TUUS will advance partner discussions, prepare co-development projects, and build the 

team and infrastructure needed to execute them. 

The team, led by CEO Tiziano Caldara and CTO Pietro Nasturzio, combines expertise in 

chemistry, materials science, nutrition, and drug delivery. TUUS is supported by advisors Prof. 

Francesco Stellacci, Mark Migueis, and Jérôme Michaud, bringing expertise from academia, 

clinical and commercial partnership development, and industry. 

“Venture Kick has been much more than funding for us. The program helped us sharpen our 

business model, pressure-test our assumptions with experienced juries, and build credibility with 

investors and strategic partners,” highlighted Tiziano Caldara. 

https://www.venturekick.ch/tuus-solutions


 

   

 

 

   

 

 

 
TUUS co-founders: CEO Tiziano Caldara and CTO Pietro Nasturzio 

TUUS’ profile on Venture Kick 

 

 

About Venture Kick 
The Venture Kick philanthropic initiative provides more than 1 million in seed funding to Swiss 

startups and offers a well-structured entrepreneurial path toward building a winning business. 

Startups pitch to Venture Kick juries in three stages to obtain CHF 150,000, gain direct 

feedback, and access a network of 250 international investors. Winners of Venture Kick are 

eligible for an InnoBooster grant of CHF 150,000 and an additional CHF 850,000 investment 

from the Kickfund. 

Since its launch in 2007, Venture Kick has supported 1,286 Swiss startup projects with CHF 103 

million from private donors. Thanks to financial support, coaching, and networking with investors, 

this initiative has led to the emergence of 1,000+ thriving startup companies and the creation of 

16,100+ jobs. Venture Kick alumni companies have attracted investments of CHF 10.2 billion and 

represent 66 companies ranked in the Top100 Swiss Startups in 2025 

(https://www.top100startups.swiss). 

Venture Kick is an initiative by the Kick Foundation, supported by a private consortium and 

operated by Venturelab. The supporting foundations and private philanthropic partners include 

Gebert Rüf Stiftung, Ernst Göhner Stiftung, Fondation ALCEA, Hauser-Stiftung, André Hoffmann, 

Hansjörg Wyss, Martin Haefner, Fondation ProTechno, ESA BIC Switzerland, Swisscom, 

Lichtsteiner Foundation, and Deep Tech Nation Switzerland Foundation. 

https://www.venturekick.ch/tuus-solutions
https://www.top100startups.swiss/


 

   

 

 

   

 

Find more information on venturekick.ch, with all startup projects supported by Venture Kick, and 

follow the success stories of our startups on LinkedIn. 

Management contacts 

Beat Schillig, Co-Managing Director, +41 79 358 04 19 (DE/EN) 

Jordi Montserrat, Co-Managing Director, +41 78 708 18 04 (FR/EN) 

Media contacts 

Rita Longobardi, +41 58 767 00 20 rita.longobardi@venturelab.swiss (EN/IT/DE) 

https://www.venturekick.ch/
https://www.venturekick.ch/startups
https://www.linkedin.com/company/venture-kick/
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