
 

 

 

Abologix wins CHF 150,000 to develop targeted antibodies for cancer 

patients 

St. Gallen/Zurich/Lausanne, May 26, 2021 — Abologix develops a new therapeutic option 
to treat lymphoma patients who have become resistant to conventional treatments. The 
Geneva-based biotech startup is a spin-out from the laboratories at the University of 
Geneva (UNIGE) and the Geneva University Hospitals (HUG). Abologix will use the CHF 
150,000 to advance the preclinical development of its product, refine its commercial and 
competitive positioning, and strengthen its business development and fundraising 
efforts. 

 
B-cell lymphocytes are white blood cells circulating in the bloodstream: They play a critical role 

in our fight against infections and cancer. However, B-cell lymphocytes can become cancerous 

and transform into cancer cells, called lymphomas, which can ultimately lead to death. Most 

available therapies show efficacy in the early stages of treatment, but unfortunately, 80% of 

patients become resistant to these therapies, rendering treatments ineffective.  

 

Certain B-cell lymphoma patients that eventually become resistant to conventional therapy 

express a JAM-C cell surface protein (Junction Adhesion Molecule C). Therefore, blocking JAM-

C has the potential as a new therapeutic option for patients who no longer respond to 

conventional treatments.  

 

Abologix has developed a new monoclonal antibody, code-named H225, that blocks the 

function of JAM-C. In preclinical in vivo animal models, Abologix has shown that treatment with 

H-225 significantly increases overall survival rates. The antibody has been humanized, and the 

next steps in its development are advanced preclinical tests and then testing the potential of the 

molecule in Phase I/IIa clinical trials. The estimated market size for drug-resistant B-cell 

lymphomas is expected to exceed USD 15 billion in 2025. 

 

Abologix was founded in 2018 by Dr. Ignacio Faus, an experienced pharma and biotech 

entrepreneur; Dr. Beat Imhof, professor at the University of Geneva and the leading expert in 

the field of JAM-C biochemistry/immunology; and Dr. Thomas Matthes, a resident physician at 

the University of Geneva hospital with a specialty in hematological cancers. 

 

“We are extremely happy to have been selected by Venture Kick to receive a CHF 150,000 CHF 

convertible loan. The funds will be used to advance the development of our asset and for 

advanced commercial and business development efforts. We are also very thankful to Venture 

Kick for their coaching and help in building our business case and for all the invaluable 

assistance received at the two Kickers Camps that we attended,” said Dr. Ignacio Faus, 

president of Abologix. 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

About Venture Kick 

 
 

The philanthropic initiative Venture Kick provides up to CHF 150,000 in seed funding to Swiss startups. In addition, it 
offers a well-structured entrepreneurial path towards building a winning business. Startups pitch to expert juries at 
three stages to obtain funding, gaining direct feedback, and access to an international network of successful 
entrepreneurs and investors. 
 
Since its launch in 2007, Venture Kick has supported 765 Swiss startup projects with CHF 34.79 million. The program 
of financial support, training, and network has led to the creation of 592 companies. Venture Kick counts a portfolio of 
450 active high-tech companies and 50 exits. The alumni companies have attracted a total of CHF 4.2 billion from 
leading Swiss and international investors. The supported startups have created 8,105 jobs and represent 53 
companies ranked in the TOP 100 Swiss Startups 2020. 
 
In 2021, Venture Kick will pay out CHF 5.5 million to idea-stage startup projects to bring 86 new Swiss science to 
global markets. More information in the Venture Kick annual report.  
 
The Venture Kick Foundation is supported by Gebert Rüf Stiftung, Ernst Göhner Stiftung, Hauser-Stiftung, André 
Hoffmann, Hansjörg Wyss, Martin Haefner, Fondation Pro Techno, ESA BIC Switzerland, and Swisscom. 
 
Find more information on venturekick.ch, with all startup projects supported by Venture Kick, and follow the success 
stories of our startups on Facebook, Twitter, and LinkedIn. 

 
 

The Abologix team (from left to right): Dr. Beat Imhof, Dr. Ignacio Faus, and Dr. Thomas Matthes  

Abologix’s profile on venturekick.ch 

http://www.top100startups.swiss/
https://www.venturekick.ch/demandit/files/M_BB941CC4DCEF687AD98/dms/File/Venture%20Kick%20Annual%20Report%202020%20-%20web.pdf
http://www.venturekick.ch/
http://www.venturekick.ch/startups
https://www.facebook.com/venturekick
https://twitter.com/venturekick
https://www.linkedin.com/company/venture-kick/
https://www.venturekick.ch/abologix

